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Welcome from the Winter Director, by Katie Magner December 2006
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The Importance of Camping, by Dave Richardson

Every summer for thelast 13 friendsin the city why | will ning programs. “Why?’ livein acabin in the woods
years| havebeengoingtoa  beunable to see them for the That isthebig ques-  Wwithout video games or candy
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The Importance of Camping, continued.

summer camp, but having attended sev-
eral camping conferences over the last
few years| have come to believe that
camping isauniversal experience and
that the location does not matter so much
as the people. And camp people are great
people.

So, why isit that | bother with
summer camp? Why isit that | have be-
come involved with Winter Outlook?
Why do | believeit is such an important
for kids to take part in? Because it can

“Where smy dinner?!”
Dave Richardson pa-
tiently asks.

change peopl€ s lives, give them experi-
ences to cherish forever and turn them
into better people.

Going on acamping trip gives
kids a challenge and forces them to be
responsible for the success of the group.
They are responsible for getting them-
selves, their food and their equipment
from location to location. They have re-
sponsibility in setting up their accommo-
dation, in cooking their food and cleaning
up afterwards. But most importantly, in
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my mind, they all have a collective re-
sponsibility in cooperating together to
ensure that thetrip is as stress-free and
enjoyable as possible.

As everyone who has lead atrip
knows, it doesn’t always work out. Kids
will bicker, argue and annoy each other.
But under the right leadership and given
time, these differences will reach an equi-
librium, and a valuable lesson in personal
relationshipsislearned. Friendships are
forged and experiences are created that
will last alifetime.

Sometimes | doubt whether it
really makes adifference. Can atwo
week trip, or even a one night trip actu-
ally make a positive difference in some-

See The Importance, pg. 3

Musings on Tough L ove, by Emily Cameron

Part of being staff at Camp Out-
look is having that certain smug feeling
when crossing paths with other tripping

camps. Never mind their ergonomic §
tumps that are perfect for kids to carry, or £

their beautifully handcrafted wooden pad-
dles, or even their canoes with real yokes.
When you see really well equipped camps
in the park, you always have the thought

that “Yeah. Well, we're hard core...”. §

Meanwhile, you may be preparing to hoist
a battered aluminum canoe onto your |
back, wondering how many mosquitoes

you are about to feed this time around. Of
course, this is after coercing campers to
carry their packs by promising a
McDonalds at the end of the portage.

Then you cross your fingers in the hope &
that their senses of humor will remain §
intact at the end of the trail because

“Surprise! Your BigMac is actually nutri-
tious and delicious oatmeal. Or GORP."
Who could possibly love juicy, succulent
burgers more than oatmeal ?

The campers usually think that
nature is pretty cool. The expressions on

their faces after seeing their first moose

Somebody isgoing to need a
chiropractor.
That somebody is Emily Cameron...

can certainly attest to that. As can the
countless moose-encounter songs. And
their moose calls. And their moose-
hunting games. For large wildlife, that
kind of reaction is pretty common. But
there will always be that one camper who
surprises you - like this one girl who
hated mud, dirt, and pretty much every-
thing else from the natural world. This all
changed the day she got sucked by a
leech. Once she stopped screaming, she
got a good look at the leech and decided
that it wasn't so bad. Then she started
trying to catch leeches and make them
suck her blood. Eventually, her fascina
tion shifted to frogs, and she didn't mind
the mud, dirt, and accompanying animals
as much.

Now there’ sthe food. Y ou have your sta-
ples, and eat fairly well ontrip. There's
plenty of carbs, carbs, and more carbs.
Oh, and those precious nuggets of cheese
that sometimes (and understandably) go
missing. Without fail, the end of trip is

See Tough Love, pg 3
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Tough Love, continued

marked by eating the date square reject-
desserts that no one wants, and when
there’s mention of fruit, you salivate
involuntarily. Y ou may even encounter
park locals, like these ex-scout masters
of 30 years. They had the most hi-tech
campsite conceivable where there were
about 5 different pulley systems corre-
sponding to different kinds of food and
equipment. Come to think of it, most of
their campsite was airborne. The ex-
scout masters were on their summer va-
cations and loved the park - they were
incredibly kind to us and won our undy-
ing love by giving us peaches.

Towards the end of the sum-
mer, you will have become a bush baby.
This means you will grow to love the
smell of campfires and the taste of ban-
nock. You will not have second thoughts
about eating food that falls on the
ground. You will also probably find the
risk of giardia thrilling and oh so worth
the taste of unbleached water. Nothing
will compare to the night sky where the
arm of the Milky Way stretches further
than you can imagine — unlike anything
you've ever seen before. And the kids.
You will never forget the kids you take
on trip. Their strength and resilience is
inspiring and you will learn a lot from
them.

Y ou will have spent along time
hearing nothing but the sounds of the
park and the dulcet camper songs of
moose-encounters. That first whine of
the warden's motor boat will challenge
your aready tenuous grasp on sanity
held together by globs of peanut butter,
little twigs, and any duct tape you are
able to scrounge. Outrage will fill you as
you shake your paddle angrily and fume
about people who use motorboats... the
dirty cheaters... And worst of all, you
can no longer eat food off the ground
without becoming a socia pariah. So all
you can redly do is wait impatiently
until the next summer.
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The Importance of Camping, continued

one' slife? For answers| just look at my past experiences. | know that at the end of
this summer | had a camper who had been with us for five weeks. He was an offen-
sive lineman on his high school varsity football team, and as he contemplated histime
camping and not coming back for 10 months, he broke down into tears. | also know
about myself, and that | would not be the same person | am now if it weren’t for
camp. And that iswhy camping, and Camp Outlook, isimportant.

Poetry...

Two canoes diverged in alake
One asked for happiness

The other for s'mores

And | thought to my self
Which would | choose?

To be hungry or happy?

| turned to a camper

“Why not have both?’
Shereplied

WEe'll make s'mores by the fire
With smiles on our faces.




‘..................................................

A Message from Alumni Affairs.

We just want to write afinal thank you to all of the alumni
whose continued support is what keeps Camp Outlook running. This
year, we are looking into buying anew bus! OI’ Yellow isn’t quite
what she used to be. Well-loved but worn, her best days are behind her.
Y et faithfully she keeps on truckin’ (or should we say bussin’)!

Asthefall session of camping winds down, we look forward
to the trials and tribulations of surviving the long winter nights under
nothing but atarp. But the smiles at breakfast, eating oatmeal around
the fire, let you know that even though it was tough it wasworth it in
theend. When else do you get to snuggle for survival? Like most
things worth doing in life, in the end it is the people who are around
you that make it all worthwhile.

Once again, thanks for your support and we look forward to
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Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 811, Kingston, ON, Canada, K7L 4X6

Phone: 613-544-6444 Fax: 613-544-3186

E-mail: outlook@post.queensu.ca

We’re also on the web al http:/ [www.myams.org/outlook/

Cheques can be made payableto :
Outlook Camping INC.

Winter 2006/2007

Alumni Affairs

Exec Jeremiah Groen . A .
Summer/Winter Liaison Erin Cameron hearing from you in any capacity.
Joe Oliver Note: You can opt to

both change your con- « - Jeremiah Groen and Erin Cameron.
tact and receive The

Views via email!

Fall/Winter Directors
Katie Magner
Dave Richardson

Camper Registrars
Natalie McClure
Keira Loukes
Financial Officer
Tom Lowden
Fundraising

Craig Harris

Board of Directors
Dave Hewitt
Dani Skinner

Jon Sniderman
Harold Yven
Darren Courtney
Sophie Barhier

See you next time... Same Outlook

channel, Same Outlook place!

Camp Outlook Wish List

Each year, we have to buy
items for the camp. If you
have access to discounts (or
happen to stockpile toilet pa-

per!) we would greatly benefit

from your connections!

Big-Ticket Items:
A Bus!

Canoes

Tents

Trips.

Water Filters
Camping Stoves

A Food Dehydrator
Duct tape

First Aid supplies
Permanent markers
Chlorine

Rope

Metal pot holders
Compact sleeping bags
Camping fuel
Garbage bags

Resealable plastic bags
Nalgenelids
Algonquin Park maps

Outlook House:

Toilet paper

Dish soap

Hand soap

Big Rubbermaid containers
Super-heavy plastic (for the
floor)

A printer that works

Food:

Tortillas

Bread

Cheese

Tofu

Peanut Butter and Jam
Trail Mix ingredients

Most Importantly...
Outlook staff
Outlook campers

Did anyone bring the spaghetti?



